| FOR the purpose of requiring-tha

CHAPTER 672

. ~ (House Bill 422)
AN ACT concerning

Family Law — Child Custedy and Visitation — Military Duty

': -----

vAae—:s—eﬂ—eeftam—aehve—mﬁﬁai%é&%‘ that any order or modlﬁcatlon of an ex1stmg chlld
custody or visitation order issued by the-a court duting eeﬁam—aeﬁvemi—lﬂ&%}l—dﬂ%y—ef—ﬂie-a

certain deployment of a parent specifically reference certain information; reqmrmg a
" patent, under certain circumstances, to specifically reference certain information in a
certain pefition for child custody or visitation; requiring the court, if a certain petition is
filed within a certain time period after the end of eefbm%r&a&?&—mﬂi{;aﬁnéu%y—ta—he&f—&ﬁd
rule-a certain deployment, to set a hearing on the petition on an expedited basis; authorizing
the court, under extenuating circumstances, to hear and rule set a hearing on a certain
petltlon on an exped1ted bas1s whenever the petltlon is ﬁled esta’ahshmg—‘eh&t—ﬂ%e—end—ef

.....

affects-the-welfore-of the-child-for p .- modifying s ehild custody-a regulrmg

any custody or v131tat10n mder 1ssued basedona certam deploxment of a parent to ¢ontain

certain provisions; defining the tetm “deployment”; and generally relating to active military
duty and child custody or visitation orders.

BY adding to
- Articie — Family Law
- Section 9-107
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2006 Replacement Volume and 2008 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BEIT ENACTED BY THE GENERAJ. ASSEMBLY OFMARYLAND, That the
Laws of Maryland read as follows:

. Article — Family Law
9-107.

(A) _ IN THIS SECTION:
(1) “DEPLOYMENT" MEANS COMPLIANCE WITH MILITARY
ORDERSRECEIVED BY A MEMBER OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY, NAVY, ATR

FORCE,MARINE CORPS, COAST GUARD, NATIONAL GUARD, OR ANY OTHER
RESERVECOMPONENT TO REPORT FOR COMBAT OPERATIONS OR OTHER ACTIVE

K SERVICE FOR WHICH THE MEMBER IS REQUIRED TO REPORT UNACCOMPANIED BY ANY

FAMILY MEMBER OR THAT IS CLASSIFIED BY THE MEMBER’S BRANCH AS REMOTE;
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(2) “DEPLOYMENT” DOES NOT INCLUDE NATIONAL GUARD ORRESERVE -

ANNUAL TRAINING, INACTIVE DUTY DAYS, OR DRILL WEEKENDS. .

@

QHS&“AH:P}NALHON#&GLMH)—QRRESERQLE—FQRGE- ANY ANY ORDER OR

MODIFICATION OF AN EXISTING CHILD CUSTODY OR VISITATION ORDER ISSUED BY
- THE-A COURT DURING FHE-A TERM OF THE-A DEPLOYMENT OR-EEPERAL-ACTIVEDUTY
OF EHE-A PARENT SHALL SPECIFICALLY REFERENCE THE DEPLOYMENT QR—EEBER:A-L

ACTIVE-DUTY: SFATUS OF THE PARENT. _ ’

B) () (1) A PARENT WHO PETITIONS THE COURT FOR AN ORDEROR
MODIFICATION OF AN EXISTING CHILD CUSTODY OR VISITATION ORDERAFTER -

RETURNING FROM A DEFLOYMENT ORFEDERAL-AGTIVEDUTY-SHALLSPECIFICALLY
REFERENCE THE DATE OF THE END OF THE DEPLOYMENT-OR FEBEML—AG’H—V—E—BUEP’E

STATUS IN THE PETITION.

(2) (D IF THE PETITION UNDER PARAGRAPH (1) OF THISSUBSECTION IS
'FILED WITHIN 30 DAYS AFTER THE END OF THE DEPLOYMENT OR FEDERALACTIVE
BUFY-OF THE PARENT, THE COURT SHALL HEAR-AND-RULE SET A HEARING ON THE
PETITION ON AN EXPEDITED BASIS.

(1) IF THE COURT FINDS THAT EXTENUATINGCIRCUMSTANCES
PROHIBITED THE FILING OF THE PETITION WITHIN 30 DAYSAFTER THE END OF THE .

DEPLOYMENT ORFEDERAL-ACTIVE-DUTY-OF THEPARENT, THE COURT MAY HEAR AND
RULE SET A HEARING ON THE PETITION ONAN EXPEDITED BASIS WHENEVER THE

PETITION IS FILED.

DAY T AONOTTTT TR MAATHDIAYT NEX FasnWatr¥alira y | nFals o)

(D) ANY CUSTODY OR VISITATION ORDER ISSUED BASED ON THE DEPLOYMENT

OF A PARENT SHALL REQUIRE THAT:

(1) THE OTHER PARENT REASONABLY ACCOMMODATE THE

LEAVESCHEDULE OF THE PARENT WHO IS SUBJECT TO THE DEPLOYMENT:

(2) THE OTHER PARENT FACILITATE OPPORTUNITIES FORTELEPHONE

AND ELECTRONIC MAIL CONTACT BETWEEN THE PARENT WHO ISSUBJECT TO THE
DEPLOYMENT AND THE CHILD DURING THE PERIOD OFDEPLOYMENT; AND

(3) THE PARENT WHO IS SUBJECT TO THE DEPLOYMENT PROVIDETIMELY
INFORMATION REGARDING THE PARENT’S LEAVE SCHEDULE TO THEQTHER PARENT.
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| - SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
Qctober 1,2009. )

Approved by the Governor, May 19, 2009.
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