CHAPTER 531

(Senate Bill 299)

AN ACT concerning

Child Custody and Visitation — Relocatlon of Child - Gen&ent—&nd—Gemﬂb&pp}eval

FOR the purpose of auther&mg—a—ee&ﬂ—r&&eustedy—m—vwﬂaﬂen—pfeeee@}g%e—me}ud&&s—a

ee;tameeﬂseﬂt—ei—eeuﬁ—&ppfml—teq&&ements—mmeasmg the peuod of time, fox pugposes
of g _certain condition of certain custody or visitation orders, during which a notice of an

intent to relocate must be provided: requiring a court to set, on an expedited basis, a

hearing on a petition regarding a proposed relocation that is filed within a certain period of
time of a certain notice; clarifying language; and generally relating to child custody and

visitation and the relocation of a child.

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Axticle — Family Law
Section 9-106
Axnotated Code of Maryland : '
(2006 Replacement Volume and 2008 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BEIT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL'ASSEMBLY' OF MARYLAND, That the
Laws of Maryland read as follows:
Article - Family Law

9-106.
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(a)__ (1) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, in any custody or visitation

proceeding the court may include as a condition of a custody or yisitation order a requirement

that either rovide advance written notice of at least [45] 90 days to the court, the other
party, or both of the intent to relocate the permanent residence of the partv or the child either

‘within or outside the State.-

(2) The court may prescribe the form and contént of the notice requirement,
(3) If the court orders that notice be g' iven to the other party, a mailing of the notice

by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the last known address of the other nartv shall be
deemed sufficient to comply with the.notice requirement,

(4) IF EITHER PARTY FILES A PETITION REGARDING A PROPOSED

RELOCATION WITHIN 20 DAYS OF THE WRITTEN NOTICE OF THE RELOCATION
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REQUIRED BY PARAGRAPH (1) OF THIS STBSECTION, THE COURT SHALL SET A
HEARING ON THE PETITION ON AN EXPEDITED BASIS.

b) On a showing that notice wbuld expose the child or either pariy 1o abuge as defined in

4-501 of this article or for any other good cause the court shall waive the notice required by this

section.

() If sither patty is required to yelocate in less than the [45—day] 90—DAY period specified
in the notice reguirement, the court may consider as a defense to any action brought for a
violation of [such] THE notice requirement thai:

(1) relocation was necessary due to financial or other extenuating circumstances: and

(2) the required notice was given within a reasonable lime after learning of the
necessity to relocate, ' ‘

B (d) The court may consider any violation of the notice‘requ'irement as a factor in
determir_ling the meriis of any subsequent proceeding involving custody or visitation.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect

October 1, 2009.
Approved by the Governor, May 19, 2009.
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