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(a) (1) The basic child support obligation shall be determined in accordance
with the schedule of basic child support obligations in subsection (e) of this section.
The basic child support obligation shall be divided between the parents in proportion
to their adjusted actual incomes.

(2) (@) If one or both parents have made a request for alimony or
maintenance in the proceeding in which a child support award is sought, the court
shall decide the issue and amount of alimony or maintenance before determining the
child support obligation under these guidelines.

(11) If the court awards alimony or maintenance, the amount of
alimony or maintenance awarded shall be considered actual income for the recipient
of the alimony or maintenance and shall be subtracted from the income of the payor
of the alimony or maintenance under § 12—201(c)(2) of this subtitle before the court
determines the amount of a child support award.

(b) (1) Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection, if a parent is
voluntarily impoverished, child support may be calculated based on a determination of
potential income.

(2) A determination of potential income may not be made for a parent who:

(1) 1s unable to work because of a physical or mental disability; or

(11) 1is caring for a child under the age of 2 years for whom the parents
are jointly and severally responsible.

(¢) If a combined adjusted actual income amount falls between amounts shown
in the schedule, the basic child support amount shall be extrapolated to the next higher
amount.

(d) Ifthe combined adjusted actual income exceeds the highest level specified in
the schedule in subsection (e) of this section, the court may use its discretion in setting
the amount of child support.

(e) Schedule of basic child support obligations:
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9600 1020 1585 1987 2234 2439
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(f) The adjusted basic child support obligation shall be determined by
multiplying the basic child support obligation by one and one—half.

(g) (1) Subject to paragraphs (2) and (3) of this subsection, actual child care
expenses incurred on behalf of a child due to employment or job search of either parent
shall be added to the basic obligation and shall be divided between the parents in
proportion to their adjusted actual incomes.

(2) Child care expenses shall be:

(1) determined by actual family experience, unless the court
determines that the actual family experience is not in the best interest of the child; or

(11) if there is no actual family experience or if the court determines
that actual family experience is not in the best interest of the child:

1.  the level required to provide quality care from a licensed
source; or

2. if the custodial parent chooses quality child care with an
actual cost of an amount less than the level required to provide quality care from a
licensed source, the actual cost of the child care expense.

(3) Additional child care expenses may be considered if a child has special
needs.

(h) (1) Any actual cost of providing health insurance coverage for a child for
whom the parents are jointly and severally responsible shall be added to the basic child
support obligation and shall be divided by the parents in proportion to their adjusted
actual incomes.

(2) Any extraordinary medical expenses incurred on behalf of a child shall
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be added to the basic child support obligation and shall be divided between the parents
in proportion to their adjusted actual incomes.

(1) By agreement of the parties or by order of court, the following expenses
incurred on behalf of a child may be divided between the parents in proportion to their
adjusted actual incomes:

(1) any expenses for attending a special or private elementary or
secondary school to meet the particular educational needs of the child; or

(2) any expenses for transportation of the child between the homes of the
parents.

G) (1) Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection, when a
disability dependency benefit, a retirement dependency benefit, or other third party
dependency benefit is paid to or for a child of an obligor who is disabled, retired, or is
receiving benefits from any source as a result of a compensable claim, the amount of
the compensation shall be set off against the child support obligation calculated using
the guidelines.

(2) (1) If the amount paid to or for a child exceeds the current child
support obligation calculated using the guidelines, the excess payment shall be
credited to any existing child support arrearage that accrued after the effective date
the benefits were awarded.

(11) The excess payment may not be credited to any future child
support obligation.

(k) (1) Upon the expiration of a use and possession order or the expiration
of the right to occupy the family home under a separation or property settlement
agreement and upon motion of either party, the court shall review the child support
award.

(2) If the allocation of financial responsibility for the family home was
a factor in departing from the guidelines under subsection (a) of this section, the
court may modify the child support, if appropriate in all the circumstances, upon the
expiration of the use and possession order or the expiration of the right to occupy the
family home under a separation or property settlement agreement.

() (1) Exceptin cases of shared physical custody, each parent’s child support
obligation shall be determined by adding each parent’s respective share of the basic
child support obligation, work—related child care expenses, health insurance expenses,
extraordinary medical expenses, and additional expenses under subsection (i) of this
section.

(2) The custodial parent shall be presumed to spend that parent’s total
child support obligation directly on the child or children.
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(3) The noncustodial parent shall owe that parent’s total child support
obligation as child support to the custodial parent minus any ordered payments
included in the calculations made directly by the noncustodial parent on behalf of the
child or children for work—related child care expenses, health insurance expenses,
extraordinary medical expenses, or additional expenses under subsection (i) of this
section.

(m) (1) In cases of shared physical custody, the adjusted basic child support
obligation shall first be divided between the parents in proportion to their respective
adjusted actual incomes.

(2) Each parent’s share of the adjusted basic child support obligation shall
then be multiplied by the percentage of time the child or children spend with the other
parent to determine the theoretical basic child support obligation owed to the other
parent.

(3) Subject to the provisions of paragraphs (4) and (5) of this subsection,
the parent owing the greater amount under paragraph (2) of this subsection shall owe
the difference in the 2 amounts as child support.

(4) In addition to the amount of the child support owed under paragraph
(3) of this subsection, if either parent incurs child care expenses under subsection
(g) of this section, health insurance expenses under subsection (h)(1) of this section,
extraordinary medical expenses under subsection (h)(2) of this section, or additional
expenses under subsection (1) of this section, the expense shall be divided between
the parents in proportion to their respective adjusted actual incomes. The parent not
incurring the expense shall pay that parent’s proportionate share to:

(1) the parent making direct payments to the provider of the service;
or

(1) the provider directly, if a court order requires direct payments to
the provider.

(5) The amount owed under paragraph (3) of this subsection may not
exceed the amount that would be owed under subsection (1) of this section if the obligor
parent were a noncustodial parent.
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